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	Volunteer Opportunity Title

	Forward Planning Volunteer

	Reserve, Project, Team or Area

	Planning Team

	Volunteer Manager

	Flo Bill- Planning Specialist

	Why do we need you? 

	
At Yorkshire Wildlife Trust we want to significantly enhance our impact for nature. Our ambitions are high and we must do what we can to reverse the decline of wildlife in Yorkshire for the generations to come. Much of our work is delivered by dedicated and skilled volunteers, who are some of our most knowledgeable people locally.

Our Planning Team respond development control and forward planning consultations to work to ensure that the decisions of Yorkshire’s planning systems positively contribute to the recovery of nature. Due to length of forward planning consultations, which are often made up of numerous appendices and parts, focussing on the relevant parts to ecology and biodiversity can be very time intensive.

The role of the Forward Planning Volunteer will be to assist the Planning Team with a focus on screening forward planning consultations to focus on points relevant to ecology and biodiversity, mapping local plan allocations and also drafting guidance for our members, on how to respond to planning applications and forward planning consultations.

By assisting the planning team to respond to Local Plans, Neighbourhood Plans, Supplementary Planning documents (SPDs) and other forward planning consultations more efficiently, we hope will increase the amount of consultations we can respond to. In doing so, the planning team will be able to pro-actively contribute to promoting sustainable development in Yorkshire, by influencing planning policy from the earliest stage.

We also hope that by continuing to encourage our members to respond to forward planning consultations in their local areas, that we will be able to break down barriers to the planning system and make it accessible for all. The planning system can seem daunting to people who have not engaged with it before, therefore breaking down the process and educating as to how individuals can engage to make a difference in their local area, will be a positive step.

The individual will be organised and methodical and be able to communicate well with the Planning Team.  This role is invaluable to the Trust and will enable us to have maximum impact in the planning system and make a real difference for Yorkshire’s nature.




	What will you be doing? 

	
The Forward Planning Volunteer will be given access to the planning inbox and will be provided with forward planning consultations to screen; these will include but are not limited to Local Plans, Neighbourhood Plans, Management Plans for National Parks and other policy consultations that relate to Planning. These can be regional or national consultations and we can promise a broad spectrum of areas within planning will be covered; there will also be the opportunity for the Forward Planning Volunteer to explore their own interests through these volunteering activities.

The Forward Planning Volunteer will also have the opportunity map local plan allocations using QGIS, in order for the Planning Team to keep on top of the changing planning landscape across Yorkshire. These allocations include but are not limited to housing, renewable energy and nature conservation, GIS training will provided if necessary. Doing so will be a fantastic resource for the Planning Team, as it will aid us to assess the cumulative impacts of development across Yorkshire spatially and visually.  

The Volunteer will also be invited to produce guidance on responding to and engaging with forward planning consultations for YWT staff and members to refer to, to encourage people to engage with the planning system in their local areas. 


	Experience, knowledge and skills needed for this opportunity 

	
(please refer to any specific risks/hazards which may affect the skills/experience needed)
· Previous experience or knowledge of the planning system and a keen interest in ecology and biodiversity policy is desirable but not essential; as this will be developed through the role so there is no need to have had prior experience in a planning or ecology-based role.
· The role would involve some use of GIS (QGIS) - existing experience would be valuable but not essential.  Full in-house training can be provided.
· Good organisational skills.
· Good communication skills.
· Good research and report writing skills.
· Proficient in Microsoft office programmes such as excel and word.


	Does the volunteer need a driver’s licence?  
No, not for this role


	What’s in it for you? 

	
We hope that through this role the planning volunteer will:

· Gain experience and knowledge in the processes and procedures of the UK planning system
· Be up to date with regional environmental policy
· Be up to date with regional planning reforms
· Contribute to YWT shaping sustainable development across Yorkshire
· Be part of a small, friendly team who are passionate about protecting our wild landscapes
· Access to our free internal volunteer training programme delivered by our expert staff and volunteers, including invitations to special volunteering networking events

	Where is the opportunity based? 

	This role is hybrid and can be flexible. The Forward Planning Volunteer will need to be at a Yorkshire Wildlife Trust office for certain activities, as in order to be able to access the YWT filing system and use QGIS (We have offices in York, Skipton, Stirley near Huddersfield or Potteric Carr near Doncaster). However, should this not be convenient for the volunteer or access to the YWT filing system is not a necessity for their activity, they will be able to volunteer remotely to access the YWT Planning inbox and use emails to share files with their volunteer manager. 


	Commitment 

	We would ask that the Volunteer is available 1 day per week but we can be flexible around this.

	Duration (how long will the role last? e.g. ongoing or every week from April-August)

	Ongoing

	Is this opportunity accessible? Please provide as much detail as possible.

	Yes, we will be as flexible as possible to facilitate the volunteer’s role

	If you would like to apply for this volunteer role please send in a completed application to volunteering@ywt.org.uk 
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