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   Volunteer Opportunity


	Volunteer Opportunity Title
	Serial Number

	Crayfish Survey Volunteer
	

	Reserve, Project, Team or Area 

	Sites across Yorkshire

	Volunteer Manager/Supervisor 

	Lucy Atkinson – Crayfish Project Officer 

	Why do we need you? 

	Do you want to be involved in helping to protect the white-clawed crayfish, the UK’s only native freshwater crayfish? Do you fancy helping us to survey river catchments to help us better understand their distribution and help out at events to champion this native crayfish? If so, then this role will be perfect for you!

Why is it important?

Unfortunately, the white-clawed crayfish has seen a dramatic decline across the country, mainly due to the introduction of the invasive signal crayfish and the crayfish plague it carries. North Yorkshire is one of the last strongholds for the endangered species, and so the Yorkshire Crayfish Forum was set up in 2019 to develop a strategy to protect and preserve our local populations. Initially covering North Yorkshire, the forum is now Yorkshire-wide.

	What will you be doing? 

	It is vital that we understand the distribution of the 2 species of crayfish (both the native White-clawed crayfish and invasive signal crayfish) in Yorkshire, with much of the available data for them being outdated and likely inaccurate. We are therefore recruiting ‘Crayfish Champions’ to help us survey 5 target river catchments (Derwent, Swale, Nidd, Ure and Foss), this will allow us to better understand the species distribution and help identify key areas where proactive work needs to be carried out to protect white-clawed crayfish populations!
Volunteers will have the opportunity to carry out different surveying methods in and around the watercourse including stone turning, torching, and trapping under the guidance of our Crayfish Officer. Volunteers may be able to get involved in other aspects of the project including engagement work with recreational water users on the importance of biosecurity.  To undertake this role you will need to complete the essential training which will help you to survey the crayfish correctly. Training dates to be confirmed but plenty of notice will be provided. 

	Experience, knowledge and skills needed for this opportunity 

	· Confidence and ability to work safely in or near water – all PPE and equipment will be provided. 
· Willingness to follow Health and Saftey procedures 
· Wildlife survey experience (Desirable) – please don’t worry if you don’t have this experience, we’d still love to hear from you! Full training will be provided. 
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The white-clawed crayfish needs your help! 

(Photo Credit: Peter Cairns)


	Does the volunteer need a driver’s licence?  
Yes – some of the locations will be remote

	What’s in it for you? 

	· Biosecurity training  
· Crayfish survey training and experience 

· Contribution to part of a larger project to protect an endangered species 
· Access to the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust volunteer training programme

· Opportunity to meet like-minded people


	Where is the opportunity based? 

	North Yorkshire – Specifically the Derwent, Foss, Swale, Nidd and Ure river catchments

	Commitment (how often and when?)

	2-4 times a month, generally Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
This role is seasonal and will be between late July – September 2026
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