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	Volunteer Role Title
	Role Number

	Butterfly Surveyor

	

	Reserve, Project, Team or Area 

	YWT and Natural England sites across the Ingleborough landscape in the Yorkshire Dales

	Volunteer Manager/Supervisor 

	Wild Ingleborough Research Assistant.

	Why do we need you? 

	Imagine spending sunny days in the Yorkshire Dales surrounded by butterflies – if this sounds like the perfect day then our Butterfly Surveyor Volunteer role would be perfect for you!
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We are looking for Butterfly surveyors to help us with our Wild Ingleborough project, a large-scale multi partnered project which aims to restore a unique area of the Yorkshire Dales National Park and will involve large-scale restoration to create a 'mosaic' of  wildlife habitats. 
Butterflies have been selected as an important species to monitor as population trends can be an indicator of local changes to nature reserves. The data will also be submitted to Butterfly Conservation Trust to be used to monitor butterfly population trends across the country which is vital for understanding present populations and protecting them for future generations.
                                                                                    Marsh Fritillary, Claire Jackson
We are looking for keen Lepidopterists (the proper name for a butterfly surveyor!)  to establish and undertake butterfly transects across nature reserves in the Ingleborough. This is the perfect role for you if enjoy being outside in nature, scouting for butterflies and seeing the changes in both reserve and species you encounter over the survey season. 


	What will you be doing? 

	· Help plan and carry out butterfly transects on YWT reserves following the Butterfly conservation survey methodology.
· Carry out transects in conjunction with other volunteers

· Collate and record the data from transects onto the UK Butterfly Conservation Trust website.

	Experience, knowledge and skills needed for this role 

	· A passion for butterflies and an eagerness to learn all about them
· Patience and a good eye for detail



	What’s in it for you? 

	· Dedicated butterfly induction day 
· Access to the full Yorkshire Wildlife Trust volunteering training programme which includes sessions such as fungi identification, bumblebee identification and Dry stone Walling!
· Get out more- Get to know new places and experience Yorkshire Wildlife Trust nature reserves throughout the Summer season
· An opportunity to be involved in gathering important species records that will form the baseline and ongoing data records to monitor the process of rewilding in the Ingleborough area. 
· Contribute to national butterfly population trend monitoring through Butterfly Conservation.



	Where is the role based? 

	At Yorkshire Wildlife Trust nature reserves across the Ingleborough Landscape, due to the remoteness of the surveying locations a driving licence is needed. 

	Commitment 

	Commitment to undertake required training and conduct regular transects in August to the end of September when weather conditions are suitable and to returning data on time. These could be done on a rota with other surveyors, so although the surveys need carrying out each week, individual commitment wouldn’t be this frequent.

	Duration 

	August – end of September  however we run butterfly surveys every year so will also be running more surveys in spring/summer 2022 but there is no commitment required and if you end up loving butterfly surveying then we would welcome butterfly volunteers for this role to return in 2022. 
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