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Wildlife Gardener Volunteer


	Volunteer Role Title
	Role Number

	Pearson Park Office Wildlife Gardener


	

	Reserve, Project, Team or Area 

	Pearson Park, Hull


	Volunteer Manager/Supervisor 

	Andrew Gibson, Living Landscapes Officer – Outer Humber

	Why do we need this volunteer? 

	In Hull’s city centre, there is a special green space – small but packing a punch with over 240 different species recorded. If you have a passion for wildlife, love gardening and being outside then this role will be perfect for you!
Pearson Park is the office base for our East Regional Team and the garden is open to the public during working hours. We are looking for a wildlife gardener to help showcase this garden to visitors showing what can be achieved not only in an urban setting but within a working office environment.  The gardens are already a haven for wildlife including birds like goldfinch, blue tits, long-tailed tits and robins, with many insects such as bee-fly’s, hoverflies and butterflies, shield bugs, ladybirds and solitary bees. Annually around 10 species of birds successfully breed in the garden and 14 different species of butterflies have been recorded. Not to mention the life in our pond and daily visits from an urban fox. We are looking for a volunteer to help maintain this special place for wildlife and assist in developing it further. 



	What will the volunteer be doing? 

	The voluntary Wildlife Gardener will gain experience working in a garden which challenges many people’s perception of the function of a garden and office grounds. As well as this you will be:

· Ensuring paths are passable to walk along.

· Manage the succession of the more vigorous plant species.

· Develop the green house to grow wildflower seeds.

· Work with the seasonal cycle of the garden to ensure nature is the priority.

	Experience, knowledge and skills needed for this role 

	Essential
· Enthusiasm for wildlife and conservation

· Friendly and approachable nature

· Reliable, motivated and able to use initiative.

· Some knowledge of gardening and plant species

· Good communication skills

Desirable
· Familiar with the use of hand tools.

Volunteers should be 18 or over, or if 14-18 should be supported and supervised by a responsible adult and have parental/guardian consent to take part.

	Does the volunteer need a driver’s licence?  
No

	What’s in it for the volunteer? 

	· Relevant training for the role e.g., Risk Assessments, Health and Safety, Improve i.d. skills.
· Become a valuable member of a professional team.
· Experience of working within a large conservation organisation.
· Access to our internal volunteer training programme
· Learn about the challenges we face in creating more space for nature in our urban environments, such as offices and gardens.


	Where is the role based? 

	 Pearson Park, Hull

	Commitment 

	1 day every 2 weeks – the day can be flexible to fit around personal commitments. 


	Duration 

	Ongoing

	Does this role involve working with children or vulnerable adults? (give details)

	No

	Will the role involve any other sensitive tasks for which we may wish to check suitability via references or a criminal records check?(eg. confidential data, finances)

	No

All volunteers will be asked for two references

	Closing date for applications is Wednesday 12th May


