
	[image: image1.jpg]


                    [image: image2.png][ ]
~ W KEEP
' BRITAIN
TIDY.




Volunteer Role 


	Volunteer Role Title
	Role Number

	Waves of Waste Surveyor
	

	Reserve, Project, Team or Area 

	Yorkshire coastline, Living Seas team 


	Volunteer Manager/Supervisor 

	Ana Cowie, Marine Pollution Officer

	Why do we need this volunteer? 

	Are you passionate about protecting marine wildlife? Are you fed up of seeing Yorkshire’s coastline covered in plastics & polystyrene? Could you help us to tackle marine litter by regularly carrying out surveys?
Marine litter is one of the biggest threats facing the global marine environment, not only does it look unpleasant but the build up of plastics in our seas causes the death of marine creatures that ingest them as well as disruption to the delicate food chains that everything (including us) rely on.
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and Keep Britain Tidy are teaming up to improve marine litter data collection along the Yorkshire coastline and would like the help of passionate volunteers to become dedicated Waves of Waste Surveyors to help us achieve this. 

By becoming a Waves of Waste Surveyor, you will help us to build a better picture of the issue, identifying items that are very prevalent on our beaches, enabling us to tackle the issue at source. This information will help us influence legislation to make the changes needed to turn the tide. For example, since the plastic bag charge was introduced in 2015, plastic bag usage has reduced by 80% in England. If you think this would be of interest to you, please get in touch!
Anyone can be a Surveyor: all you need is enthusiasm, a pair of gloves and a bag. We will provide guidance on how to undertake Waves of Waste surveys for all volunteers. Our long-term goal is to establish a network of surveyors covering the entire length of the Yorkshire coastline! 

About each organisation:

For over a decade Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (YWT) has worked to conserve our marine wildlife and habitats, with the aim of contributing to achieving The Wildlife Trust’s national vision for our seas. Our vision is for:

· Marine wildlife to recover from past decline as our use of the seas’ resources become environmentally sustainable

· The natural environment to adapt well to a changing climate, and ocean processes help to slow down climate change

· People to be inspired by marine wildlife and value the sea for the many ways in which it supports our quality of life
Keep Britain Tidy (KBT) inspires and empowers people to take action on their doorstep to create a clean and healthy environment, so that we can all love where we live. Voted the country’s most popular environmental charity, we support a network of thousands of #LitterHeroes and volunteer programmes that are making a difference to people and to our environment every day. 

We work with government to lobby for change that we know will make a difference, like the plastic bag charge, the ban on plastic cotton buds and stirrers and the deposit return scheme for plastic bottles and aluminium cans.

We provide campaigns, training and expertise to local authorities, helping them tackle the issues they face including littering, fly-tipping, waste and recycling.
Our aims are to:

· Eliminate litter

· End waste

· Improve public spaces 

· Educate future generations


	What will the volunteer be doing? 

	The volunteer will contribute information to a marine litter database accessible to both Keep Britain Tidy and Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, by conducting marine litter surveys along the Yorkshire coastline. Tasks the volunteer will undertake include:

1. Carrying out Waves of Waste surveys on either a single designated beach or a number of different beaches. 

2. Inputting data collected onto an online portal which both Keep Britain Tidy and Yorkshire Wildlife Trust have access to. 
3. Reporting any unusual or interesting finds to the Marine Pollution Officer 

4. Helping with outreach events like beach cleans (optional) 


	Experience, knowledge and skills needed for this role 

	Essential
· Passion for conservation of the marine environment

· Ability to record information accurately
· Ability to survey outdoors

· Proactive with the ability to work independently and unsupervised 

· A mature and responsible attitude 

· Flexible and adaptable approach as you may volunteer outside of normal office hours 
· Ability to understand tide timetables
· An understanding of health and safety and the risks involved with working by the sea 
Desirable
· Knowledge of the marine environment
· First aid qualified (if helping with events)
· Close proximity to survey location
Volunteers should be 18 or over, or if 14-18 should be supported and supervised by a responsible adult and have parental/guardian consent to take part.

	Does the volunteer need a driver’s licence?  
Dependent on survey location. Volunteers should be able to easily reach their survey location (preferably within walking/cycling distance of your home/place of work). 


	What’s in it for the volunteer? 

	By joining the network of Waves of Waste Surveyors in Yorkshire, you will be contributing to the database of information held on marine litter. You’ll learn more about this ever-increasing issue and gain experience in field work, plus:

· Relevant training for the role e.g. Risk Assessments, Health and Safety, Surveyor guidance
· Become a valuable member of a professional team
· Experience of working within a large conservation organisation
· Opportunity to get involved in a citizen science project
· Access to our internal volunteer training programme
· Opportunity to meet with other Surveyors in the Yorkshire area 



	Where is the role based? 

	Either a designated survey location which should be close to your home or place of work for ease of access. 



	Commitment 

	There is plenty of flexibility in this role as you can choose when and where you would like to carry out your surveys. Ideally you will undertake at least one survey per month but you can complete as many as you wish – the more data we receive the better! As a regular volunteer with YWT you will also be invited to attend optional volunteer thank you days throughout the year.


	Duration 

	Ongoing

	 Closing Date for Applications is 9am Thursday 6th May 2021



