el Yorkshire
wind Wildlife Trust
Potteric Carr Highlights
September 2019

September continued to see a steady build up in bird numbers as the month progressed. As
usual this included a mix of summer visitors and birds seen across autumn and winter.

Ten species of wader were recorded, which was a bit disappointing given the time of year.
This included 15 golden plover seen on the 21%-the first returning birds of the autumn.
Eighteen snipe were counted on the 24" reflecting arrivals across the country.

Golden plover © Richard Scott

Wildfowl numbers also increased,
| with a build-up of wigeon (26 on the
24™), teal (144 on the 12™) and
gadwall (180 on the 17™). Garganey
was recorded on the 12", The 15"
saw the first returning pink-footed
geese. A single barnacle goose was
also seen.

/ Barnacle goose © Allen Holmes

The last recorded common tern was
a lone individual seen on the 28"
There was a big build-up of gulls as
the month progressed, with over
1200 black-headed gull recorded on
the 12", The same day also
produced 2 Mediterranean gulls and
l| 2 yellow-legged gulls. The first
4 returning common gull came on the
; 13™. Up to three fantastic hobby
could be seen performing over Huxter Well Marsh throughout the month, often seen at close
range hunting mainly dragonflies in front of the hides along Hawthorn Bank. Two ospreys
were seen on the 1° of the month, with the first merlin sighting of the autumn coming from




the 14™, Peregrine, marsh harrier, sparrowhawk, kestrel and common buzzard were also seen
regularly.

Great egret © Richard Scott.

The last swift sightings came on the 14™ —
when 6 flew south.

An impressive count of 12 ring-necked
parakeets were seen together on the 21%-a
welcome or unwelcome increase in
numbers?

On the 28" of the month, a site record count
of ¢.600 meadow pipits were recorded
moving across the reserve-part of a big
movement recorded locally that day. Both
rook and raven were seen this month-both

relativl);ébérce birds at Potteric.

Other passerines recorded during the month included: tree sparrow, wheatear, grey wagtail,
nuthatch and marsh fit.

Nuthatch © Darren Ward. Chiffchaff © Allen
Holmes.
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RECORDED
LIST OF BIRDS IN 2019
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Mute Swan

Whooper Swan

Pink-footed Goose

Greylag Goose

Canada Goose

Barnacle Goose

Egyptian Goose

Shelduck

Mandarin Duck

Wigeon

Gadwall

Teal

Mallard

Pintail

Garganey

Shoveler

Pochard

Tufted Duck

Goldeneye

Goosander

Red-legged Partridge

Grey Partridge

Pheasant

Cormorant

Bittern

Little Egret

Great White Egret - ___

Grey Heron

Spoonbill I I A R N L

Little Grebe

Great Crested Grebe

Black-necked Grebe

Red Kite

Marsh Harrier

Sparrowhawk

Buzzard

Osprey

Kestrel

Merlin

Hobby

Peregrine

Water Rail

Spotted Crake

Moorhen

Coot

Crane |

Avocet

Oystercatcher

Golden Plover

Grey Plover

Lapwing

Little Ringed Plover

Ringed Plover

Whimbrel

Curlew

Black-tailed Godwit

Bar-tailed Godwit

Turnstone

Knot

Ruff

Sanderling

Dunlin

Common Sandpiper

Green Sandpiper

Spotted Redshank

Greenshank

Wood Sandpiper

Redshank

Jack Snipe

Woodcock

Snipe

Black Tern

Common Tern

Arctic Tern

Kittiwake

Black-headed Gull

Little Gull

Mediterranean Gull

Common Gull

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Herring Gull

Yellow-legged Gull

Caspian Gull




Iceland Gull

Glaucous Gull

Great Black-backed Gull

Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon

Stock Dove

Woodpigeon

Collared Dove

Ring-necked Parakeet

Cuckoo

Barn Owl

Tawny Owl

Long-eared Owl

Short-eared Ow|

Swift

Kingfisher

Wryneck

Green Woodpecker

Great Spotted Woodpecker

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker

Magpie

Jay

Jackdaw

Rook

Carrion Crow

Raven

Goldcrest

Firecrest

Blue Tit

Great Tit

Coal Tit

Willow Tit

Marsh Tit

Bearded Tit

Skylark

Sand Martin

Swallow

House Martin

Cetti’s Warbler

Long-tailed Tit

Chiffchaff

Willow Warbler

Blackcap

Garden Warbler

Lesser Whitethroat

Whitethroat

Grasshopper Warbler

Sedge Warbler

Reed Warbler

Nuthatch

Treecreeper

Wren

Starling

Ring Ouzel

Blackbird

Fieldfare

Song Thrush

Redwing

Mistle Thrush

Spotted Flycatcher

Robin

Pied Flycatcher

Redstart

Whinchat

Stonechat

Wheatear

Dunnock

House Sparrow

Tree Sparrow

Yellow Wagtail

Grey Wagtail

Pied Wagtail

Meadow Pipit

Rock Pipit

Water Pipit

Chaffinch

Brambling

Greenfinch

Goldfinch

Siskin

Linnet

Twite

Lesser Redpoll

Common/Mealy Redpoll

Bullfinch

Yellowhammer

Reed Bunting

Total species recorded
Month

year to date 2019




