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       Volunteer Role Description


	Volunteer Role Title
	Role Number

	River Catchment Project Volunteer (YDCP Volunteer)
	

	Reserve, Project, Team or Area 

	Yorkshire Derwent Catchment Partnership 

	Volunteer Manager/Supervisor 

	Vanessa Barlow, Living Landscapes Assistant- River Derwent

	Why do we need you? 

	Yorkshire Derwent Catchment Partnership (YDCP) is made up of a diverse range of organisations with an aim to promote the health of the Derwent Catchment and the surrounding community through various projects. 
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust are working closely with Yorkshire Invasive Species Forum (YSIF), identifying areas of Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) to control and eradicate them along the Derwent as part of Environment Agency’s ‘Doing More for the Derwent’ project. 
This project is also addressing sediment issues around the Middle Derwent where further surveys need to be carried out to identify areas where sediment is entering the river. Excess sediment input into a watercourse can have a detrimental effect on its ecology and function, leading to decreased biodiversity and increased risk of flooding. 
Once a thriving wetland area, leading to its designation as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Barmby Marsh has lost much of its wetland habitat. It is our aim to restore it to its original state to once again provide a refuge for wetland birds from the surrounding power station and agricultural land. 


	What will you be doing? 

	You will be working independently and alongside staff members to carry out work to promote the aims of the YDCP. In the summer months you will be carrying out INNS work predominantly, having the opportunity to carry out surveys at remote sites along the River Derwent as well as practical tasks including Balsam pulling at sites such as Wheldrake Ings NNR. 
Moving onto winter, there is opportunity to assist staff in carrying out sediment walk-over surveys along segments of the Derwent catchment. As well as carrying out practical conservation activities at Barmby Marsh SSSI, an exciting site currently being restored back to wetland. 

	Experience, knowledge and skills needed for this role

	· Be able to walk long distances (2-5 miles) on uneven ground safely and operate hand tool (following training)

· Have access to a smartphone (or at least mobile and printer at home) to be able to access maps and contact volunteer manager during survey 

· Understand basic biosecurity procedures (following training)
· Confidence working near water 

· Willingness to follow H&S procedures

· Work independently and be self-motivated 


	Does the volunteer need a driver’s licence?  
Driving licence is preferable as they will need to travel independently to rural sites which may not be easy using public transport.

	What’s in it for you? 

	The position will provide the volunteer with:
· Knowledge on an interesting sector of Biology

· Invasive non-native plant ID skills

· Wetland bird ID skills 

· Contribution to part of a larger project that will help promote the health of the Derwent Catchment 

· Exploring the local area, getting outside and active

· Access to the volunteer training programme 

· Learn more about the work of Yorkshire Wildlife Trust


	Where is the role based

	Varied locations across the Derwent Catchment 

	Commitment 

	Variable depending on season 

	Duration 

	Ongoing 
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