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	Volunteer Role Title
	Role Number

	Butterfly Surveyor

	

	Reserve, Project, Team or Area 

	Various sites across Yorkshire including: – North West: Brae Pasture, Grass Wood, Southerscales; North East: Ashberry Wood, Bishop Monkton, Bolton Percy Station, Burton Riggs, Ellerburn Bank/Pexton Bank, Fen Bog, Little Beck Wood, Ripon City Wetlands; Staverley,  Upper Dunsforth; East: Spurn Point, Wheldrake Ings 

	Volunteer Manager/Supervisor 

	People and Wildlife Assistant

	Why do we need you? 

	Butterfly population trends in the UK can be a significant indicator to national changes in our climate and local alterations to a nature reserves. The data collected will be used to inform site management and is additionally submitted to Butterfly Conservation who monitor national butterfly population trends.  
We are looking for keen Lepidopterists (amateurs welcome) to undertake butterfly transects across nature reserves in Yorkshire. If you enjoy being outside in nature, scouting for butterflies and seeing the changes in both reserve and species you encounter over the survey season, then this role is for you.

	What will you be doing? 

	· Carry out butterfly transects on YWT reserves following the Butterfly conservation survey methodology, in conjunction with other surveyors.
· Collate and record the data from transects onto the UK Butterfly Conservation Trust website.

	Experience, knowledge and skills needed for this role 

	A keen interest in butterflies is desirable.
Training is provided so no transect experience is necessary.

Children are welcome (accompanied by an adult).
Does the volunteer need a driver’s license? No, but many of the reserves are remote locations, so the volunteer would need to be able to get to the sites to carry out surveys.

	What’s in it for you? 

	· Training- In March we run a joint training event with Butterfly Conservation.
· Meeting people- We run an annual get together of surveyors to look at the results of the surveys and UK trends. 
· Get outside- Get to know new places and experience Yorkshire Wildlife Trust nature reserves throughout the Spring/Summer seasons.
· Be part of something- You’ll be involved in gathering important records for Nature Reserves across Yorkshire, which also contribute to national records for Butterfly Conservation.

	Where is the role based? 

	Nature Reserves across Yorkshire, please see information above.

	Commitment 

	· March: Training and volunteer meeting in the last week of March in Thirsk

· April – September: Conducting weekly transects in suitable weather conditions. 
Please note: At the start of the season volunteers will create a joint rota of surveying for their sites. So although surveying needs to be conducted weekly, individuals won’t have to commit to every week.
· October: Surveyors are responsible for entering/returning their data on time in the first two weeks of October.

	Duration 

	Training: One day in March; Surveys: Weekly from start of April to end of September each year; Data Entry: Within the first two weeks of October.
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