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       Volunteer Role Description


	Volunteer Role Title
	Role Number

	Balsam Basher Task Day Leader
	

	Reserve, Project, Team or Area

	INNS Team, West Yorkshire

	Volunteer Manager/Supervisor 

	John Cave – West Project Assistant

	Why do we need this volunteer? 

	Aliens are invading Yorkshire! Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) are the second largest threat to global biodiversity (just below habitat loss) and all along Yorkshire’s waterways we can see the colonisation spreading year by year. Yorkshire Wildlife Trust are on the front line, battling the tide of INNS such as Himalayan balsam and Japanese knotweed. To win, we need volunteers to help us.

This year we’re taking the fight to them with a team of volunteer INNS surveyors, balsam bashers and INNS treatment experts. This team of volunteers will tell us where INNS are and help to treat them where it’s needed most urgently. This will make all the difference to turning the tide on INNS across the county. 

Balsam Basher Task Day Leaders will run community task days where Himalayan balsam will be removed from target areas along priority watercourses. 


	What will the volunteer be doing? 

	 Volunteers will first be invited to a training session which will cover:

· Biosecurity

· What INNS are and why they are important

· INNS ID (how to identify Himalayan Balsam, Japanese knotweed, giant hogweed)

· How to run a Yorkshire Wildlife Trust task day including H+S processes, risk assessments, lone volunteering)
· How to lead people

· What key messages should be shared on task days

· How to remove Balsam safely
At or following the training volunteers will be allocated sections of priority water catchment to run task days on. Yorkshire Wildlife Trust will agree dates for task days at priority sites with the volunteer and will then advertise the task days to the local community and deal with all enquiries. 

Before the task day the volunteer manager will coordinate with the Task Day Leader to deliver any equipment (including first aid kit and high vis jackets) that will be needed on the day. 

On the task day the Task Day Leader will arrive to the site (with relevant risk assessments, access agreements and equipment provided by the Trust) and welcome participants. They will provide an introduction including what INNS are, why removing them will benefit wildlife and how to safely participate in the task day. Task Day Leaders will be responsible for completing a task day register for participants.

During the task the Task Day Leader will monitor the groups work, arrange for breaks during the day and support the volunteers. They will also be responsible for 
At the end of the task the Task Day Leader will ask everyone to finish up. Ensure balsam is collected and placed somewhere to compost on site. The Task Day Leader will thank everyone for their help and will provide details of future task days, and other ways participants can get involved in the INNS project. Task day registers and any incident forms will be sent to the volunteer manager and equipment will be returned for future task days.
 

	Experience, knowledge and skills needed for this role (what is essential / desirable?)

	Volunteers will:
· Reasonably fit especially on uneven ground safely
· Excellent communication skills

· Strong leadership skills

· Well organised as well as reliable and punctual
· Be able to identify key INNS (following training)

· Understand basic biosecurity procedures (following training)

· Interested in INNS

· Be able to work alone in isolated conditions and use own initiative

· Be self-motivated

	Does the volunteer need a driver’s licence?  No but volunteers must be able to access task day sites and carry equipment which may not be easy using public transport.

	What’s in it for the volunteer? (e.g. training, skills gained, social motivations)

	In this role volunteers will:
· Help stop the spread of invasive non-native species which are damaging local biodiversity

· Gain identification experience of plant species

· Gain experience of leading groups
· Gain experience of speaking in front of groups

· Develop people engagement skills
· Protect their local habitats for future generations

· Be contributing to wider scientific study of INNS across the UK

· Have access to specific INNS and biosecurity training as well as the wider Yorkshire Wildlife Trust Volunteer Training Programme which includes Task Day Leader and Event Day Leader training 

	Where is the role based? (be specific)

	Varied locations across Yorkshire (Aire and Calder catchment, Yorkshire Derwent catchment)

	Commitment (how often and when? e.g. every Wednesday or once a month)

	3-6 task days during the treatment season of April-July

	Duration (how long will the role last? e.g. ongoing or every week from April-August)

	Ongoing
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