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       Volunteer Role Description


	Volunteer Role Title
	Role Number

	Invasive Non-Native Species Volunteer
	

	Reserve, Project, Team or Area

	INNS Team, West Yorkshire

	Volunteer Manager/Supervisor 

	John Cave – West Project Assistant

	Why do we need this volunteer? 

	Aliens are invading Yorkshire! Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) are the second largest threat to global biodiversity (just below habitat loss) and all along Yorkshire’s waterways we can see the colonisation spreading year by year. Yorkshire Wildlife Trust are on the front line, battling the tide of INNS such as Himalayan balsam, Japanese knotweed and Giant Hogweed. To win, we need volunteers to help us.

This year we’re taking the fight to them with a team of volunteer INNS surveyors, balsam bashers and INNS treatment experts. This team of volunteers will survey watercourses for INNS, undertake treatment of species such as Himalayan Balsam and American Skunk Cabbage and where possible replant areas with native species. 


	What will the volunteer be doing? 

	 Volunteers will first be invited to a training session which will cover:

· Biosecurity

· What INNS are and why they are important

· INNS ID (how to identify our most common invasive species)

· Recording method (either through smartphone or paper maps)

· Yorkshire Wildlife Trust H+S processes including risk assessments and lone volunteering

Surveying

At or following the training volunteers will be allocated sections of priority water catchments to survey. They will be allocated (following consultation) a section of 2-5 miles in length and be provided with risk assessments and land owner consent details. The volunteer will visit the site and walk along the river/stream following methodology and recording any INNS that can be seen (recording species and quantity of plant coverage). Both sides of the watercourse are surveyed and any areas which were unable to be reached safely should be noted. Data collected from the survey will be uploaded by the volunteer to the webtool INNS Mapper.
Treatment activity 

Volunteers will have the opportunity to undertake treatment of species such as American Skunk Cabbage and Himalayan Balsam. This will involve removal of these damaging invasive plants by hand removal and digging plants out with handtools. Following removal there will be opportunity to replant areas with native species which will restore these habitats to their former glory.


	Experience, knowledge and skills needed for this role (what is essential / desirable?)

	Volunteers will:
· Be able to walk long distances (2-5 miles) on uneven ground safely and operate hand tool (following training)
· Have access to a smartphone (or at least mobile and printer at home) to be able to access maps and contact volunteer manager during survey 

· Be able to identify key INNS (following training)

· Understand basic biosecurity procedures (following training)

· Interested in INNS

· Have a good eye for detail and the ability to record data accurately

· Be able to work alone in isolated conditions and use own initiative

· Be self-motivated

	Does the volunteer need a driver’s licence?  No but volunteers must be able to access survey and treatment sites which may not be easy using public transport.

	What’s in it for the volunteer? (e.g. training, skills gained, social motivations)

	In this role volunteers will:
· Help stop the spread of invasive non-native species which are damaging local biodiversity

· Gain identification experience of plant species

· Gain experience of surveying on watercourses

· Have the chance for quiet walks in Yorkshire countryside that may otherwise be inaccessible

· Protect their local habitats for future generations

· Be contributing to wider scientific study of INNS across the UK

· Have access to specific INNS and biosecurity training as well as the wider Yorkshire Wildlife Trust Volunteer Training Programme which includes Task Day Leader and Event Day Leader training 

	Where is the role based? (be specific)

	Varied locations across Yorkshire (Aire and Calder catchment)

	Commitment (how often and when? e.g. every Wednesday or once a month)

	1 or 2 surveys a month between March-October 
Attendance at a number of INNS treatment task days between March -October

	Duration (how long will the role last? e.g. ongoing or every week from March-October)

	Ongoing
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