	[image: image1.jpg]I Wildlife Trust



              


	Voluntary Trainee Role Title
	Location 

	Soak it Up Project Voluntary Trainee


	York or Doncaster (with some travel within Yorkshire)

	Supervisor

	Jennifer Kril – Living Landscapes Officer

	Reserve/Project/Team/Area

	Living Landscapes Team – Soak it Up Project

	Background

	Yorkshire Wildlife Trust are excited to be partnered with Yorkshire Water on a new campaign focusing on Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) and localised flooding across the county called ‘Soak it Up’. The project is currently aimed at engaging schools in Yorkshire and helping them to understand the reality of the urban water cycle and how small interventions can help improve drainage and take pressure out of our existing drainage systems. 

As a Soak it Up Project Voluntary Trainee you will be working alongside staff from both Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and Yorkshire Water to help deliver engagement workshops and assemblies to students, as well as assisting project staff on volunteer days to actually build SuDS in the schools. This is an exciting opportunity to get involved with an expanding project with a great mixture of public and stakeholder engagement, practical delivery and project management elements.  


	What will you be doing? 

	As a Soak It Up Project voluntary trainee you will gain experience in the delivery of a high-profile partnership campaign with Yorkshire Water and will assist the project staff in all aspects of this. The project has a large school engagement focus and you will play a vital part in bringing an understanding of sustainable drainage and its multiple benefits into the public eye. Based in either YWT’s York office or at Potteric Carr nature reserve, the traineeship will also involve travelling between school sites. 
You will:

· Assist the project staff in conducting surveys of each school site 

· Help the project staff with the design of suitable SuDS for each site and present these back to staff at the school for consultation

· Assist the project staff with the planning an delivery of assemblies to explain the designs

· Assist in the purchasing of materials needed at each site and organising delivery to suit the school

· Support the project staff with the running of volunteer community days to install the interventions

· Assist with the delivery of plug planting days at the schools so that the students get the chance to be a part of the installation 
· Create and prepare resources for both the education and practical sides of the project



	What’s in it for you? 

	You will gain experience in:
· Project development and delivery
· Community engagement

· Working closely with both Primary and Secondary schools to build experience and confidence engaging young people of all ages, plus tailoring sessions to suit their curriculum needs

· Working and liaising with stakeholders and partners

· Design and installation of ‘SuDS’ systems and gain an understanding of how they function

· Working closely with corporate volunteers

· Project logistics and effective time management in our to achieve targets
· Experience of partnership working and building strong working relationships

There is the opportunity to learn project management skills and to expand your knowledge with our varied internal volunteer training programme, along with a generous training budget for external training. 
You can expect:

· Reasonable travel expenses of up to £10 a day
· Ongoing personal and career development training and one-to-one support from your line manager and the Volunteering Development Team staff

· An intensive and high quality experience that will stand out on any CV, as a team member of one of the UK’s most vibrant and varied conservation organisations

	Experience, knowledge and skills needed for this role 

	You will need:  
Essential:

· Excellent written and verbal communication skills

· Friendly and approachable nature

· Reliable, motivated and able to use own initiative

· Able to work as part of a team and get along with a range of people

· Good IT skills including experience with Microsoft Office software (Mainly Word and Excel), as well as Outlook

· An understanding of the importance of responsible water use and sustainable drainage.

· Able to communicate key messages effectively and confidently to groups of people

· Willingness to learn new skills

· A willingness to get stuck into practical tasks necessary for ‘SuDS’ installation- this could be digging, planting and installing pipes etc.
· Able and happy to work with children 

· Confidence and willingness to plan and coordinate events with support from supervisors

Desirable:

· Experience leading group events
· Experience working with schools and youth engagement

· Experience working with volunteers

· Understanding of ‘SuDS’ and all of their multiple benefits for people and wildlife

· Knowledge of current urban drainage systems 

· The ability to identify opportunities where surface water may be able to be intercepted, slowed or infiltrated
Does the Trainee need a driver’s license?  No – However would be advantageous. 
Most of the delivery for the ‘Soak it Up’ project will require travel to schools across Yorkshire. You will have access to YWT pool vehicles (pending license checks) and may also travel with Project staff to sites. 

	Commitment 

	2-3 days a week  (flexible – detail to be discussed with successful applicant)

	Duration 

	6 months – February to July 2019 


	Does this role involve working with children or vulnerable adults? 

	Yes

	Will the role involve any other sensitive tasks for which we may wish to check suitability via a criminal records check?

	No

	Risk assessment complete? Yes
Relevant Factors: 


	First Aid Training? Yes

	What equipment is required to fulfil this role? 

	Office:      Desk:       Computer:        

Personal Protective Equipment:    

	Have you identified the necessary budget to cover the training, PPE, equipment and travel expenses of this volunteer role? Yes – training, PPE and reasonable travel expenses (£10 per day of volunteering)
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