Potteric Carr Bird Highlights — July 2018

e Waders of interest involved max 58+ Black-tailed godwit (on 25th), Little ringed plover (4 on 1st/2nd/
9th, and 5 on 31st), 7 Green sandpiper (on 29th), 3 Dunlin (on 4th), 6 Avocet (on 9th), 2 Ringed plover
(on 9th), 6 Oystercatcher (on 2nd) and 3 Snipe (on 26th). There were single Curlew on 2nd and 10th,
Golden plover on 12th and Common sandpiper on 17th and 23rd, with 2 on 29th.

Little Egret and Common Tern © Vernon Barker

Curlew and Black-headed gull © Robin Mokryj



e Up to 3 Common tern visited on nine dates. 14 Little egret, 15 Grey heron and 26 Cormorant were peak
counts. The only July Black-necked grebe was one seen on 3rd. Single Grey wagtail was present on 16th
and a Willow tit on the 9th. Hobby was only reported on three dates. Up to 4 different Marsh harrier
were identified including 2 fledged young, one juvenile receiving a food pass over Low Ellers on 21st July,
indicative of successful breeding at that nest site. 3+ Bittern were often seen in a day as a result of two
females producing 2 and 3 fledged young respectively this year. 2 Kestrel young fledged and more Water
rail young were seen, and there was a new brood of Pochard (7 young).

e Waterfowl included 128 Gadwall, 60 Pochard, 14 Great crested grebe and 180 Coot (WeBS count) on
15th, and 26 adult and 10 young Mute swan on 19th.

Green sandpiper © Vernon Barker and Lapwing © Matthew Christou

Juvenile Bittern on 23rd and Oystercatcher © Allen Holmes

RELATED NEWS

¢ The iPort Lakes buffer area sightings can be found here: http://www.doncasterbirding.co.uk/wordpress/
They include 10 Common sandpiper on 22nd, a Turnstone over on 26th and an impressive total of 13 Little stint
on 28th. A pair of Common tern nested and produced three young and a Yellow-legged gull put in an appearance.

¢ The heatwave which started in mid-June continued throughout July and was heading for the UK’s hottest summer
of the 21st century and reminiscent of 1976, with very little rainfall and temperatures reaching 30°C.

¢ A Reed warbler controlled at Potteric Carr in July had been ringed in Essex the previous autumn.
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