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	Volunteer Opportunity Title
	

	Butterfly Survey Volunteer
	

	Reserve, Project, Team or Area (e.g. Brockadale, Peat Project, Admin Team, Leeds)

	Ingleborough National Nature Reserve - Wild Ingleborough Project - in partnership with University of Leeds

	Volunteer Manager 

	Robyn Wrigley – Landscape Recovery Research Assistant

	Why do we need you? (background information and please add a good quality photo)

	Wild Ingleborough is a multi-partner, landscape-scale conservation project creating a wilder future for this part of the Yorkshire Dales, and you can be a part of helping this happen! Although, Wild Ingleborough was only launched in 2021, the project builds on decades of work across the same sites by Natural England and Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. Butterfly monitoring is part of this, and the project has set up new transects to add to Natural England’s butterfly monitoring in the area. 

Carrying out many transects across a whole season is very labour intensive, so splitting the work amongst willing, knowledgeable volunteers is essential to keeping the data reliable and usable. The data is used to inform reserve management plans and future projects, as well as being passed onto the UK Butterfly Conservation Trust as part of their nationwide monitoring effort.

The project’s efforts to recover the landscape will benefit species such as the Small Pearl-Bordered Fritillary and the Northern Brown Argus, which are both UK BAP priority species and of high butterfly conservation priority. However, if surveying efforts are not sufficient, we will be unable to track the trends in butterfly species, and so will struggle to make management decisions with these species’ best interests in mind. That’s why we need your help.
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Small Pearl-Bordered Fritillary (Photo © Allan Rodda)

	What will you be doing? 

	You will be assisting with butterfly surveys on Yorkshire Wildlife Trust’s Wild Ingleborough project, to maintain accurate records of butterflies across the project area to inform future management. You will do this by being involved in the following:

· Undertaking butterfly surveys, preferably between once a week and once a month between April and September. 
· An informal chat with a member of the team on procedures and methods. 
· Reading through and agreeing to lone working procedure and relevant risk assessments.
· Reading and understanding the UKBMS Field Guidance Notes for Butterfly Transects, and UKBMS Summary Information for Recorders documents. 
· Submitting transect data through the UKBMS online data entry system.

	Experience, knowledge and skills needed for this opportunity (what is essential / desirable?)

	(please refer to any specific risks/hazards which may affect the skills/experience needed)

· Good UK butterfly identification skills
· Reliable and a good timekeeper
· Butterfly surveys can only be carried out in warm, still weather so you would need to have the flexibility to respond to changing weather by changing your plans if conditions aren’t suitable on the day.
· Comfortable with working alone in remote locations.
· Confident with walking and surveying over terrain that may be more challenging, such as steep inclines, uneven ground and stiles.

	Does the volunteer need a driver’s licence?  
A driving licence is not essential, but you must be able to access the transect locations by yourself. (The site is reachable by train to Ribblehead station)

	What’s in it for you? (e.g. training, skills gained, social motivations)

	
· Experience – You will be using your butterfly ID skills in real life situations, if you’re not an expert already, you no doubt will be by the end of the season!
· Exercise – You will be walking transects that are around 2km each time. 
· Be part of something – Your efforts will contribute towards the collation of important wildlife data, which will allow us to monitor trends and inform future site management. 
· You will be invited to attend an induction session in May 2024 for training on how to carry out the role (date to be confirmed, this will depend on the number of applicants we receive). However if you are unable to make this date please don’t let that stop you from applying, just let us know on your application form so that we can look at alternative options.


	Where is the opportunity based? (be specific)

	The transects are in and around Ingleborough National Nature Reserve, North Yorkshire. 
The parking points near the transects are: 
· Ribblehead Quarry, Ribblehead, LA6 3AS.
· Selside Outdoor Centre, Selside, BD24 0HZ.

	Commitment 

	Between 1 survey per week and 1 per month from April to September. Each survey is roughly 2km long and takes between 45 - 75 minutes. Each survey is to be done between 10:45 – 15:45. Please note that butterflies like calm and sunny weather conditions, so surveys can only be carried out on these days

	Duration (how long will the role last? e.g. ongoing or every week from April-August)

	April - September
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