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       Voluntary Trainee Role


	Voluntary Trainee Role Title
	Role Number

	Learning & Events Voluntary Trainee - Marine

	

	Reserve, Project, Team or Area

	Visitor Engagement Team, Yorkshire Coast 
(Scarborough, Filey, Flamborough and Bridlington)



	Voluntary Trainee Supervisor 

	Sophie Atkinson, Inspiring People Officer - Marine 

	Background Information

	The Living Seas Centre (LSC) is located at South Landing, Flamborough, and is our marine education hub where we inspire and enthuse people about the wonderful marine life we find off the Yorkshire coast.
We run an extensive programme of events and educational visits to the LSC, as well as at other sites along the Yorkshire coast. We hold regular events such as Rockpool Safaris, Marine Life Past and Present events, Flamborough wildlife cruises, seaweed foraging and soap making. On one day, you could be helping to lead a school visit to the LSC, while on another you could be assisting a rockpooling session in Scarborough or fossil hunting on Filey Brigg. You will also be part of the Visitor Engagement Team meetings and will assist with the monitoring and uploading of events to Eventbrite; you will experience all aspects of planning, running and monitoring visitor engagement. There is a wide variety of challenges for you to get your teeth stuck into, and this role is perfect for anyone wanting to pursue a career in learning, wildlife conservation and/or visitor engagement.
You will be part of a busy team who are passionate about marine wildlife and conservation, as well as engaging people with nature and the environment. Throughout your traineeship, your manager will provide you with a trainee programme that is tailored to meet your needs, and their expertise and mentorship will guide you through your 6-month voluntary traineeship role, ensuring you get the most out of your experience with us. 
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A community group enjoying our Rockpool Safari event, delivered in partnership with the National Literacy Group © O’Hara Photography

	What experience will you gain?

	This voluntary role will provide you with a strong foundation to pursue a career in learning and engagement within the charitable sector. You will provide support to our Visitor Engagement Team and gain valuable hands-on experience by learning how the team go about successfully delivering a diverse outdoor education programme along the Yorkshire coast. 
We want you to have an inspiring experience and we offer a wide range of development opportunities. By the end of your 6-month traineeship, you will have:
· Assisted with the development and delivery of a wide range of environmental education activities, home education sessions, community sessions and school visits

· Taken the lead with part of a school visit when larger groups visit the LSC

· Provided support to organise and deliver a range of family events during school holidays, including Seashore Safaris, Marine Arts and Crafts and Marine Life Past and Present 
· Assisted with Trust-wide events and third-party events, such as the Yorkshire Puffin Festival and the Yorkshire Fossil Festival

· Further developed your communication and presentation skills through presenting in front of groups of people
· Increased your knowledge and confidence in identification of rocky shore wildlife, seabirds and marine mammals
· Enhanced your interpersonal and team working skills by visiting teams across the Trust to gain a full understanding of the activities and aims of our work as Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
· Further enhanced your IT skills, including gaining experience in a variety of administrative tasks such as risk assessments, bookings and event monitoring 
· Experienced key holding responsibilities

· Participated in our dedicated internal volunteer training programme which all trainees have access to

· Travel expenses, uniform and necessary training provided

· Personal training budget to develop your skills and knowledge further.


	Experience, knowledge and skills needed for this role 

	· Enjoy working with adults and children of all ages and abilities
· Excellent communication skills

· Confidence and the ability to present in front of groups
· Creativity, energy and enthusiasm for sharing your passion for the marine environment and nature with others

· A keen interest in outdoor learning and inspiring children and young people about the natural world

· A flexible and pro-active approach, capable of adapting to changing circumstances and needs of the group 

· A desire to be practical and hands-on, and to have fun outdoors in all weathers
· Basic IT skills such as Microsoft Word, Excel, Publisher and emails 

· Enjoy working well in both a team and independently 

· Reliable and punctual 

· Ability to follow instructions and occasionally work with minimum supervision

· Good organisational and planning skills 

· Awareness of yours and others’ safety

Desirable: (Don’t worry if you don’t have these as training can be provided)
· Experience of working with those with Special Educational Needs
· First Aid certificate

· Safeguarding training

Does the voluntary Trainee need a driver’s license? No, but the voluntary trainee must be able to reach the Living Seas Centre for events at unsociable times which may pose problems if using public transport.

	Where is the role based? 

	Living Seas Centre, with events also taking place in Scarborough, Filey, Flamborough and Bridlington.

	Commitment 

	2-3 days a week including some evenings or weekends. Must be available during school term time and school holidays as we have both schools and half-term events to manage. Must be available the weekend of the 1st and 2nd June for the Yorkshire Puffin Festival in Flamborough.

	Duration 

	6 months 

	Safeguarding

	An enhanced disclosure is not needed for this traineeship role but as you will be providing support for school groups and family events, two references will be required. 



	How to apply

	If you are interested in applying for this role, please complete a Voluntary Trainee application form and send it to volunteering@ywt.org.uk 

The closing deadline is 9am on Tuesday 30th April 2024. Interviews are anticipated to take place on Wednesday 8th May and Thursday 9th May 2024 at the Living Seas Centre, or alternatively via Microsoft Teams.
 


