
Walking up Watlowes
Limestone pavement:
Age- old, rain rent with 
sharp clints; low grykes;
sink holes and  deep sykes.

Then raised bog: Tarn Fen.

Beside the sheep pen, 
a moss-green jaw bone. 
with lichens overgrown.

Past the stone -walled barn

to Malham’s still Tarn:
reflecting  blue sky;
curlews fly high.

Boots crunch, gates creak.

A dancing Hairstreak

floats, on soft breeze

through grey ash trees.
Cross the boardwalks to the hide:
Looking out shore side 

A grebe’s crest; the coot’s beak;
No need to speak.
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Where is Watlowes?

The Watlowes path runs from the top of Malham Cove on to the moor. It  links into the Pennine Way going around Malham Tarn to the National Field Study Centre Malham Tarn House. There is a  boardwalk and bird hide  at the National  Nature reserve  Tarn Moss. The National Trust manage the whole estate.  

(The walk is on Map Yorkshire Dales Southern area : grid squares 8964, 8965, 8966,8967, 8867 and 89 66)
Helen Pedley

